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From everyone at Twisted Arts, we would like to extend a heartfelt gratitude to all 
of our generous sponsors, donors and attendees who made 2022 a rousing success. 

Thank You For Donating to Twisted Arts!

The goal of Twisted Arts Film Festival is to 
amplify LGBTQ+ artists through year-
round events and showcase the best 
independent films.This year we hired 16 
local LGBTQ2S+ artists and hosted a five-
day film festival for over 300 attendees. In 
addition to the second annual Twisted Arts 
Film Festival, year-round programming 
included a documentary screening about 
the first queer-owned comedy club 
followed by performances from local 
comedians. We also kicked-off Pride month 
on the rooftop of Tulsa Artist Fellowship 
with a queer artist market and a variety 
show of local performers. It is  an honor 
working with so many local, talented artist 
and we have more events planned in 2023! 



For our first event of 2022, we presented STAND UP STAND OUT, a 35 minute 
documentary that plunges into a little-known, but widely resonant, chapter of queer 
cultural history: the story of the Valencia Rose (1981-1986), believed to be the first 
and only gay-owned and –operated comedy club in the USA. Through the voices and 
humor of the Rose’s performers, the film explores gay comedy as an outgrowth of 
the rich traditions of activism and performance in San Francisco, an empowering 
response to the conservative politics of the era, and a valiant quest for joy and 
laughter amidst the horrific onslaught of the AIDS crisis.

Following the screening, we hired seven local LGBTQ+ comedian to perform for a 
sold-out crowd of 200 attendees at Circle Cinema! 



We kicked-off 2022 PRIDE on June 3rd on the rooftop at Tulsa Artist Fellowship’s Archer 
Studio with a variety of Tulsa’s best performers, artists, vendors, comedians, magicians and 
more. This event is free of charge and made possible in partnership with Tulsa Artists 
Fellowship and Play Tulsa Music. 

The night began with a “Queer Night Market” from 6:00pm – 9:00pm, featuring a variety 
of local queer crafter, artists and vendors. Guests 21+ (with ID) enjoyed complimentary 
beer from Good Cause Brewing while they shop for handmade, one of a kind pieces. 
Immediately following the market, Adonis Alessi hosted the “Over the Rainbow Variety 
Show" with performances from Whiskey Saint Cyr, Lauren Turner, Scrappy Legacy, John 
Shack, and Kitty Marie Legacy. 



More than 300 people attended a record number of sold-out screenings and 
panels that included a special pre-show All About Evil performance by Mink Stole 
and Peaches Christ. The most diverse slate of screenings to date included two 
Indigenous films, a documentary on the intersectional lives of black queer people 
fighting for equality within their own community, a narrative feature about the 
rarely seen world of male sex workers in China, nine short films from around the 
globe, as well as a presentation on the history of drag and transgender activists at 
the forefront of political movements in San Francisco.

The success of this year’s TAFF went beyond numbers. From the moment we 
opened the festival with a sold-out screening of Wildhood, there was a sense of 
celebration from our audiences and throughout our community. People were 
clearly delighted to be part of a shared cinematic experience, and that carried 
through the entire five days.

A recurring theme voiced by audiences was the depth, breadth, and quality of the 
festival program. The community’s enthusiasm for the 2022 TAFF line-up, and 
deep engagement with our visiting artists, was everything we could have hoped 
for and served as a testament to Tulsa’s embrace of Twisted Arts and our mission.



See You Next Year!

Special Guests

Tulsa is a unique city that we are proud to showcase to people around Oklahoma, as 
well as around the country. This year we brought legendary cult film star, Mink Stole, 
who performed with San Francisco underground drag queen Peaches Christ, for a 
screening of All About Evil to a sold-out crowd of 200.

This year has been challenging for the 
LGBGTQ+ community with threats of 
violence. But we believe love will always 
win, so we brought the founder of Free 
Mom Hugs, Sara Cunningham, for a 
screening of Mama Bears, which tells the 
story for four dedicated mothers fight 
ferociously to make the world a kinder 
and safer place for the LGBTQ 
community.

It is vital for our community to understand 
and respect the past, so, thanks to a grant 
from Oklahoma Humanities, we held a 
panel called Aggressive Glamour, hosted by 
Ru Paul Drag Queen contest and SF 
activist Honey Mahogany to discuss the 
role drag queens and transgender 
activists at the forefront of political 
movements



Audience Demographics



Budget

2022 Final Budget
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